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The role of the clinical neuropsychologist has traditionally been
limited to the detection of brain damage in non-psychiatric or neurological-
1y impaired populations. This study examined the relative effectiveness of
commonly used tests in in-patient mental health facilities in detecting
brain damage and differentiating between specific subpopulations along this
parameter.

Forty-five in-patients from two state hospitals volunteered. Three
groups of 15 patients each (schizophrenic with brain-damage, schizophrenic
without brain-damage, and affective disorders with brain-damage) were ad-
ministered the Luria-Nebraska Neuropsychological Battery, Form A of the
Whitaker Index of Schizophrenic Thinking, and Part A of the Trail Making Test.
Diagnosis of schizophrenia and affective disorder was ascertained by a clinical
psychologist and psychiatrist using DSM.IIT criteria. Confirmed neurological
diagnosis was made using medicéT examinations by physicians and/or tests such
as CAT Scans or EEGs. A1l participants in the brain-damaged group exhibited
maladaptive behavior after incurring damage.

Results indicated that the Luria-Nebraska was more effective than the
Whitaker in detecting brain damage. The Trail Making Test did not reliably
detect damage. Regarding differentiation between groups, affective disorders
exhibited less impairment than non-damaged schizophrenics who exhibited Jess
deficits than damaged schizophrenics on the Luria-Nebrasks and the Whitaker.
In order of greatest differential group effects, the following scales of the
Luria-Nebraska supported this gradient deficit; Motor, Pathognomonic, Rhythm,
Arithmetic, Writing, Visual, Left Hemisphere, and Receptive Speech. Simijlar
differences were also observed for the Similarities subtest, the time factor,

and the Index of the Whitaker to a lesser extent.
The relative usefulness of these instruments for the psychologist prac-

ticing in psychiatric facilities are elucidated.
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The role of the clinical neuropsychologist has traditionally been
limited to the detection of prain damage in non-psychiatric or neurologically
impaired populations. This study examined the relative effectiveness of
commonly used tests in inpatient mental health facilities in detecting
brain damage and differentiating between specific subpopulations along
this parameter.

Forty-five inpatients from a state hospitalsvolunteered. Three groups
of 15 patients each (schizophrenic with brain—-damage, schizophrenic without
brain-damage, and affective disorders with brain-damage) were administered
the Luria-Nebraska Neuropsychological Battery, Form A of the Whitaker Index
of Schizophrenic Thinking, and Part A of the Trail Making Test. Diagnosis
of schizophrenia and affective disorder was ascertained by a clinical
psychologist and psychiatrist using DSM III criteria. Confirmed neurological
diagnosis was made using medical examinations by physicians and/or tests
such as CAT Scans or EEGS. all participants in the brain-damaged group
exhibited maladaptive behavior after incurring damage.

Results indicated that the Turia-Nebraska was more effective than the
Whitaker in detecting brain damage. The Trail Making Test did not reliably
detect damage. Regarding differentiation between groups; affective disorders
exhibited less impairment than non-damaged schizophrenics who exhibited less

deficits than damaged schizophrenics on the Iuria-Nebraska and the Whitaker.
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