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Puente

In 1959, Fidel Castro, a disenfranchised student and lawyer, successfully
o<n:?.ms. the non.cmx yetrelatively stable government of Fulgensio Batista. Within
a year, “democracy” had been replaced with the totalitarian regime that to thj

my aunt, uncle, and their four children. The disorienti i .

when I was placed in a third-grade class with no other Spanish-speaking childre
Because 10 one, even the teacher, understood Spanish, I translated Bm name ﬂa .
?52& Bridge. The only thing 1 did not have to translate my name, w " th .
thing I could because I had no knowledge of English. . e feonly
>mn~. struggling in that monm.zm, my parents moved to San Antonio, Texas where
_zﬁam:ozw_ Harvester had given my father a commissioned job m”m a m&wma
This proved to be an impossible situation because my father had never camhc.. m

several mﬂwn_.ocm G..m. families intervened. Fortunately, my mother began teaching
W# m.w Peter’s Catholic School where my brother and I enjoyed tuition-free education
or2 years. Eventually, my parents decided that if we were to be miserable, the best

. ; . » numbers extend
beyond language barriers and my father was able to succeed despite his still limited

w__os_&m.o of English, Unfortunately, he experienced a decade of serious medical
H__anmmn.m including Evo_,o:EE.m (requiring a year’s Stay at a sanitarium), | we
extremuty paralysis (after an unsuccessful operation), and finally a heart m:m.owowmd_.
mother held the @:Ez together financially and emotionally while workin noe
more as a Omm_._o:n school teacher. My brother and I continued with a m_,moﬁwh.om
mn.g.o_ education trying as much ag possible to learn the language, the o:__” _M
Eﬂ.__nsoaﬂn_._wnaza situation into which our family had been &Ema e
1gh school years were spent studyin , readi i io: i

_an.s%._m_m who m.on::& to have _unagmw“& m: Enﬂmﬁm AMM MMMMH_MW._MNMM%%@NW
%_ stories of m&.mon and Lincoln), surfing, and testing the ::..:m.% m w““-aw
paience and society’s tolerance to my persevering questioning. In Eﬂmﬂ days

tolerance was not a common societal value and indivi
nd individuals from n jort
altures were not widely accepted. ormalorty group

College Experience

E parents encouraged me to pursue further education although resources were
simpY not there, ~.=88m:.=m_$ my high school counselor and most teachers had
siggeSted a vocational track, presumably because of my difficulties with th

lngudge, culture, and standardized tests, One particular problem I recall was _unmno
bypasStd for “honors™ classes due to my low scores on intelligence and wo:mgnm
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ment tests. Indeed my first intelligence test was administered when I did not know
English. In an attempt to be courteous, I smiled a great deal when the “psychologist”
posed questions I did not understand. To this day I imagine that the diagnosis must
have been “moron but friendly.”

I attended Florida Junior College at Jacksonville, inexpensive and accessible,
while working evenings. During my first semester there, one of my Hispanic friends
encouraged me to sign up for a psychology course taught by Dan Hadwin, a
consummate humanist. Hadwin offered not only an academic introduction to the
fascinating world of the mind, but provided much needed emotional support and
eventual career advising. For example, he gave my parents financial information
about careers in psychology that to this day I believe was optimistically flawed. I
finished the requirements for an Associate in Arts degree in 114 years and was
fortunate to receive a scholarship for further education.

Seizing on the excitement about the study of the mind and the possibility of
financial assistance, I decided to pursue studies in psychology at what I thought
was the best university in Florida, the University of Florida. The problem was that
I did not have a scholarship to Florida. My mother, probably using all the
psychology that she could muster, was able to convince my father to support my
choice of universities. Due to late decisions, I chanced on enrolling for Donald
Dewsbury’s Animal Behavior class during my first semester. I was extremely
fortunate to have spent my time at Florida working in his laboratory and being
tutored both by him and his hard-working graduate students. To this day,  maintain
a close professional relationship with Dewsbury. After graduating from Florida in
another 114 years, I took 1 year off to determine what, if anything, I could do with
a degree in psychology. I came to realize that further education was highly
desirable. Once more, however, no resources were available.

My time during that year was divided among surfing and playing tennis (both
of which I still do regularly), working the night shift as a psychiatric technician,
and auditing psychology courses at the University of North Florida. I also decided
toread everything Freud and Darwin had written since they seemed to be two good
resources for answering questions about behavior and the mind. The basic questions
about human nature were fascinating, and my life had been a- panorama of
psychological challenges. Ultimately, I could not think of anything more interesting
and exciting than to pursue a career in psychology. My conclusion was that one
could actually receive a salary for thinking about the issues that had consumed my
life and thoughts.

Unfortunately, plans for further study did not seem to match the realistic
possibilities. For example, my GRE scores totaled only about 1,000, which ham-
pered my entrance into doctoral programs. In the early 1970s ethnic minority
concerns were mainly restricted to African Americans, and even then, in the most
narrow fashion. Also, my father, presumably wanting to keep our family together
under adversity, had initially discouraged me from pursuing graduate school in
psychology. He believed psychology was a discipline for and about the middle
class, something we had not and probably could never attain in this country. Again

my mother intervened, convincing him that I should be allowed to pursue my
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